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Ongoing Projects

World Map:

As students learn where authors are from, discoveries were made, events happened, and learn about other famous people and their cultures, they will be able to write a brief note on a small strip of paper and pin it onto the world map.  The world map will be a visual reminder that people from all over the world have contributed to the wealth of knowledge that we possess as a collective.

Perspectives mapping:

As students look at information and the source of their information they will keep track by writing it down in the classroom perspectives book.  Students will record the author and his/her nationality as well as the subject he/she is talking about.  For example, a Caucasian person’s view on First Nations people during the time of treaty development is going to be very different than a First Nations person’s view.  Through this process, students will learn to look critically at perspectives and biases of other people and work toward gaining a well-rounded understanding of the topic they are studying.  
The goal will be to graph the perspectives of our resources into two main categories of primary source (meaning the author was there or lived in the time of the information being written) and secondary sources (meaning the author has drawn his/her own conclusions from various pieces of writing).  Within these two groupings I will further subdivide them into author perspectives.  For example, is the story told from the First Nations’ perspective or from “Other’s” perspectives or from India’s perspective or Britain’s perspective? 
Blogging:
The student blogs will be focused on diversity and each student’s blog will surround their assigned nationality which will be the lens at which my students explore the different subject areas.  I have booked one of the three classroom sets of laptops for the last period of the day for the school year.  Students will blog on what they have learned during the day.
Holiday Calendar:

As students learn about the various holidays of the nation they are studying, the holidays will be added to the classroom calendar.  Families in the school and community who celebrate or have celebrated this holiday will be invited to come into the classroom and talk a little bit about the holiday such as the meaning behind the holiday and how to celebrate it.
Arts Education
September-November

Bring in dance teachers to look at various forms of dance and movement:

Chantelle Sebastion (Contemporary)
Poltava Ensemble (Ukrainian)

Regina Multicultural Council (for a list of contacts) 757-5990
Small group dance project: Students will choreograph dances that reflect a social justice issue of their choice on their nation of study.  Students may choose which dance form to use -  traditional steps (do not need to be specific to the country their dance is representing), contemporary movement, or a combination of both.  Students will perform their choreographed dances for their peers.
Large group dance: Students will research the interactions of their nationality with Canada and how Canada or individuals treat their culture, this may be past or present or a movement of how things have changed over time.  These small two to three minute dances will be combined with the other groups to make an approximately twenty minute dance.  Each group will also work with the class to involve the rest of the students in their two-three minute choreographed section.  For example, a First Nations dance might depict the arrival of Europeans, the development of residential schools, and the aftermath that has been experienced.  This dance requires more than just the four students who are focusing on First Nations people as a nationality.  When the other students are involved they may or may not be representing people from their nationality.  Students will perform this dance for the school and their parents.  After the dance, students will explain the scenes throughout history that were depicted.
November-January

Students will do improv with a focus on poverty, racism, and other social justice issues that are a concern to my students.  We will also look at different dramatic elements such as props, staging, using of space, blocking

Students will also look at elements of script writing: plot, characters, climax, instigating incident, and dénouement.  These elements will be focused on individually and collectively.  Demonstration of these elements will occur through class dialogue and development of a short script.  Students will demonstrate their knowledge of script writing by composing a short script for hand-in 

Small group drama project: Student groups will research parables or myths associated with their nation of focus.  Each group will work together to write a variation of the story as a drama.  They must produce the script the day they perform their dramatized variation.
February-April

Denise Morstad – drumming session with the grade 8s

Research music styles of the countries of study

Look at different components of music – rhythm, melody, timing, note reading

Look at music history and examine the development of music in Canada
Use iTunes to create mash-ups and explore digital music

Nation groups will design/borrow instruments or use a computer and compose their own piece of music that resembles the traditional music of their nation

April-June
Explore different mediums of visual art – using paint, fabrics, strings, wire, sandpaper, chalk, etc.  Use stations to allow students to choose mediums.  Students will be able to move around at their own pace during the class.  Students should not have attended any more than 2 or 3 stations per work period (depending on the length of the work period), with a choice of 5 mediums to work with.  This will increase student participation by allowing ownership and choice in their learning.
Students will look at different art forms of the nationalities in my classroom and experiment with them.  I will try to get various artists in residence or visual arts students from the university to come in to the classroom to share their knowledge and art work with the students
Final Visual Art Project: Students will submit an art project proposal outlining what they want to do for their art project.  The proposal must include a list of materials they want to use, what their project is going to represent, and a timeline for completion.  Students will use one of the mediums that they have experimented with during class.  The theme of the project must revolve firstly around their nation and a social justice issue of that nation such as poverty, inhumane practices, political unfairness/corruption, environmental issues (drought/natural disasters), etc.  The artwork needs to explore the issue.  For example, what effects have natural disasters had on the nation in regards to health and safety.
English Language Arts
September-October
Short Stories
Students will be presented with a variety of grade appropriate short stories that reflect different cultures around the world, not limited to the cultural backgrounds found in the classroom.  This will include mythical writings/parables/fables, as well as fiction and non-fiction stories.  
Some example titles:

· Indira Gandhi (First female leader of India) http://www.indiragandhi.com/, http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/southasia/History/Independent/Indira.html
· Naoko Yamazaki (Female Japanese Astronaut)
· The Story of the Throps and the Squallhoots
· Peaceculture.net short stories: The Dreamer, The Strange People from Planet Hortus, Starsnake, and Open Words

Students will do various activities such as creating tableaus (dramatic pictures) to explore concepts of racism, equality, relationships, and emotions.
November-December
Poetry

We will examine different styles of poetry and look at what countries they originated in.  Students will write several poems about their nation of study in the various styles of poetry that we learn about.  Students will also read poems written by people of their nation and will discuss the meaning of these poems as a class as well as write poetic responses to the poems they have read.
January-March

Novel Study
Small group novel studies:  For these novel studies students will be divided out of their nation groups to bring their unique perspective to the groups reading of the novel.  Students will be allowed to choose what book they want to read with a limit of 5 people per group (Literature circle roles: discussion director, word wizard, summarizer, connector, questioner, and Pictographer).  The discussion director role will be paired with a second literature circle role.  Students will rotate through the roles so they have a new job for every assigned reading amount.  The novels chosen were taken off a list at the following link:
http://www.buffalolib.org/kidscorner/readinglists/2006/SweetHome_8thgrade_2006.pdf
Novels:





 Authors:
A Place to Call Home 


 
 Jackie French Coller

A Time of Angels 




 Karen Hesse

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 



 Betty Smith

Broken Bridge 




 Lynne Reid Banks

If I Should Die Before I Wake 


 Han Nolan

Zazoo 




 
 Richard Mosher
Students will have several opportunities to share the content and ideas presented in their novels of choice to their classmates through a variety of projects such as collages, short plays, dioramas, book talks, and fish bowl discussions

March-April
Mini Film Unit (focus on Sudan)

Facing Sudan (film) and lesson plan booklet written by Bruce David Janu
http://www.facingsudan.com/FS_Lessonplans.pdf
To end the mini unit students will present a personal reflection through a means of their choice such as a speech to the class, dance, movie, essay, fiction writing, etc.  During the unit students will be asked to come up with critical thinking questions which will be compiled into a list.  Students will be able to choose one question from the class generated list to start their exploration and will then come up with an additional question to explore which may or may not be on the list.
April-June
Novel Study

Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman

Students will use literature circles for the duration of the novel study.

As a class we will plant our own garden (this is significant to the book)

Students will also complete a series of higher thinking activities to explore the themes and ideas of the novel.  Some of these activities will look at developing empathy while others will allow students to examine the outcomes of various situations and discuss what, if anything, they would change and how these situations may apply to their lives.  Students will be able to reflect on their past, current, and possible future experiences similar to those of the characters.
Health Education 8 Outcomes 
September –October

Healthy Relationships

· Analyze how personal prejudices/biases, and habits of mind shape assumptions about race, family identities, structures, roles, and responsibilities. 

· Examine and assess the concept of sustainability from many perspectives, and develop an understanding of its implications for the well-being of self, others, and the environment. 

Students will identify their own biases through the Implicit Associations Test.  Students will follow the link below and do two or three of the tests in different categories.

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/canada/selectatest.jsp
Students will use the data from their tests as a starting point in the discussion of race, responsibilities, family identities and roles, etc. 

During this time students will also explore how these roles and identities are reflected in different cultures.  For example, what is the role of women in each of the nations of study?  Students will gather information and compare results.

Students will also examine their relationship with the environment and the health effects that both have on each other.  Students will look at how they treat the environment around them and compare the changes to historical uses of the environment.  Example: First Nations using only what they need from the environment and when they take something, they use all parts such as the buffalo – hide, meat, bones, and organs.  Students will look at cultural perspectives on the environment.

November-December

Body Image

· Assess how body image satisfaction/dissatisfaction and over-reliance on appearance as a source of identity and self-esteem affects the quality of life of self and family. 

Students will discover who they are from a strength based approach.  To guide students in this process, scenarios will be given to the students that look at the negative aspects of a made up student’s life and the class will learn to identify the strengths and needs of the people in the scenarios. The idea is to help students who have a negative self image turn their views positive.  Students will engage in role playing and tableau’s to explore concepts of body image, whether they are their own, stereotypes, or unhealthy views of other people.  Students will also research the changes in what is deemed as beautiful over the last several hundred years and what other cultures deem as beautiful.  Through this research, students will begin a discussion on who dictates what is beautiful and do we need to follow those views, why or why not as well as why do we tend to go along with the current trend of what is beautiful.  Students will also look at the impact of how they view themselves affects the people around them – family and friends.
Students will create an action plan that will help them analyze and improve their feelings on their self-esteem and body image.  Students will also expand their action plan to ways they can help others improve their self-esteem and body image. 

January-February 

Community Supports

· Analyze and establish effective strategies of support for purposes of helping others increase health-enhancing behaviours.
· Investigate and analyze the impact of in/formal supports and services (including testing/diagnostic services) available to individuals, families, and communities infected with/affected by non-curable infections/diseases (including HIV and Hepatitis C). 

Students will look at the questions, “What are supports, what types of supports are there, what supports are availability to people in the community, who can be a support, how do you effectively support someone, etc?” Students will explore these ideas in small and large group settings.  As students begin to formulate their idea of supports they will seek out organized supports in the community and research the ways in which they support others.  Students will take that information as well as look at the 40 Developmental Assets and begin to develop an action plan in which they can prepare themselves as a support to peers and if the opportunity occurs to support someone in a time of need.  Students will examine both sides of the equation as the supporter and the one being supported.  
Students will also look at how various communities provide support to community members; this will include a focused look at the nationalities of study for the course of the year with each nationality group looking at their own cultural practices of support, both traditional and current.

March-April

World Attitudes on Sexual Health
· Assess the social, cultural, and environmental influences on and supports for sexual health knowledge, attitudes, behaviours, and decisions. 

Because of the topic I want students to determine the classroom environment by stating their expectations of each other in regards to the topic of attitudes, knowledge, behaviours, and decisions regarding sex and sexual health.  As student engage in this dialogue they are creating a safer classroom environment in which the topics brought up can be discussed freely and safely.

Students will record some perceived sexual attitudes/norms in the community on pieces of paper and put them into a box.  One by one these papers will be pulled out and read.  The anonymity of this activity will help to build a more comfortable and safe environment with which to discuss attitudes on sex.  This will further lead into the discussion of how students view sex and they feel their parents and community view sex.
Mary-Anne Maduck will be invited in to talk about sexual health – 596-7910
Students will generate a list of criteria that they feel should be found in “good” information about sexual health and where one might find that information.  For example, is the internet the best source of information regarding sex?

Students will explore different attitudes toward sex from the general standpoint of their nation as well as from the standpoints of different religious denominations – Christian, Hindu, Muslim, Atheism, and other major world religions.  Students will also look at the information and misconceptions that have developed over time regarding sexual health because of the information available to the public as a result of what religion and culture deem appropriate to share and the myths that have developed regarding sexual health.

Students will also build on the previous unit of community supports by identifying ways in which to talk about and support each other in regards to sexual health decisions.  During this time, students will also talk about many of the risk factors associated with sex, especially with multiple partners throughout their life such as STI’s.  

May-June

Dealing with Abuse

· Demonstrate an understanding of the impact of violence (including but not limited to emotional abuse, physical abuse, sexual abuse, spiritual abuse, and neglect) on the well-being of and the supports needed for self, family, and community. 

Students will begin the discussion of abuse by defining in small groups what they know about abuse and what they want to know about abuse.  Students will also do the same for violence.  During this time students will look at characteristics of violent behaviours, and abusive relationships and who might be involved in those relationships (parent/child, sibling/sibling, boyfriend/girlfriend, family friend, etc)  

Students will begin to define the different types of abuse – physical, emotional, verbal, sexual, and financial as the main ones as well as spiritual abuse and neglect.  Students will create skits depicting abusive relationships as well how to appropriately deal with that relationship.  Students will explore the emotions of both sides, the abuser and the victim, will look at the possible life history of the abuser, and the healing process which includes forgiveness and asking for forgiveness.   During this time students will also explore cases of abuse and how they are dealt with within their nation.  Is abuse something that is talked about, is believed to not exist?
Students will get an inside look at what happens during therapy for both the abused and the abuser as community support members come in and either share their experiences with therapy and how they go about conducting therapy.  Students will be able to engage the presenters with questions that will be previously discussed.  Contact Family Service Regina (757-6675).  Students will also look at building positive  relationships after being the victim of abuse and imagine how that process would be for the victim who is not sure who can be trusted.
Students will develop an action plan that looks at characteristics of a trusting and positive relationship and what that means for someone who is trying to befriend an abuse victim.  Students will explore the character qualities of such a person and work on developing those qualities as a natural part of their character.

Social Studies

September- November

Interactions and Interdependence of Nations

· Investigate the meaning of culture and the origins of Canadian cultural diversity. 

· Appraise the influence of immigration as a factor in Canadian cultural diversity. 

Students will explore the concept of nationality, race, and ethnicity and what it means to belong to these groups.  Students will attempt to define culture and look at cultural elements that people have in common throughout the world.  At the end of the unit, students will have time to reflect on this again and make changes to the list based on what they have learned over the course of their explorations of different nations.  

Students will discuss what it means to be of a different nationality within Canada.  The majority of the classroom students will be able to share their experiences concerning living arrangements, rites of passage, artistic expressions, the do’s and don’ts of life, religion, clothing, education, etc.  Parents will also be invited to speak to the class to share more in-depth what can be expected as way of life in their country of origin.  In regards to education, should families be required to send their children to school if they would not normally attend school in their home country?  Should families be able to keep more of their traditions and beliefs in place without Canada imposing laws that force families to abstain from certain holidays, religious practices, and other ways of life.  Students will also spend some time looking at the human rights and various laws put out by the United Nations concerning practices.  What happens when religious customs do not line up with the what the UN has mandated as legal?
Students will explore what it means to be Canadian, and does the ethnic mix contribute to Canada, could Canada be Canada without the various nationalities that live here?  During this discussion students will also begin to generate a list of reasons they think people move to Canada.  Students will be separated into two groups for this, those whose parents were born and raised in Canada and those whose parents moved from another country (I chose this grouping because children whose parents were born in another country may have moved with their children or already discussed reasons behind their move with their children). Students will be able to compare lists as well as generate a list of people they know who moved from another country in which to interview about their reasons for moving, whether it be theirs or their parents.  For example, a student may interview someone of their grandparent’s age who moved with his or her parents to Canada when they were young.
Students will learn about current and past immigration policies and look to see if immigrants they know from at least ten to twenty years ago would still meet the immigration requirements.

December-February

Dynamic Relationships

· Develop an understanding of the significance of land on the evolution of Canadian identity. 

· Describe the influence of the treaty relationship on Canadian identity. 

· Assess how historical events in Canada have affected the present Canadian identity 

Students will look at the relationships that people form with the land.  There will also be an examination of how land shapes the identity of a culture and how Canadians today are shaped by the land.  The primary focus will be on First Nations perspectives, however, students will also look at traditional land uses of other nations and how that has changed over time.  Students will also look at influencing factors that caused the changes of land use such as the discovery and use of coal, oil, other minerals as well as renewable resources like hydro-power and solar power as well as how the land contributes to the Canadian economy.
A focus will be on the relationships between First Nations people and Canada and the conditions that were outline in the treaties and the discrepancy over those being met.  Students will extend this to their nation groups and examine their role in treaties that occurred between them and other nationalities.
I will invite Elder Mike Pinay to come speak about treaties to the students.
Students will look at the influence of mass media and popular culture on the Canadian way of life.  They will analyze the values, beliefs, and ways of life of Canadians.  Students will look at this development over the last one hundred years of Canadian history or so and consider the perspectives and feelings of Canadians in cases of injustice such as the vote for women, vote for First Nations people, Chinese head tax, the internment of Japanese and Ukrainian Canadians, and the restrictions on immigration of Jews during World War II.  During this time, students will also look at Canada’s role in major world conflicts such as the World Wars, Korean War, Bosnia, Afghanistan, etc. 

Students will also have a chance to look at the important historical events in Canada and how they have shaped Canadian identity.  The discussion will start off by students sharing what they think Canada looked like the first time that John Cabot sailed to Canada in 1497.  After students have shared what they think Canada looked like and described who/what if anything was here they will start to research the discoveries, interactions of people and environments, immigration, and technological advances.
February-April

Power and Authority

· Contemplate the implications of Canadian citizenship on the life of Canadians. 

· Examine the role of power and authority in the application of diverse decision-making processes in a variety of contexts. 

· Present the evolution of a piece of legislation, from its first conception to its implementation. 

· Assess the impact of citizens’ willingness and ability to actively engage in the Canadian political processes. 
Students will look at the history of citizenship in Canada.  This will include who was considered a citizen since the beginning of Canada’s history until now.  Students will also look at how immigration is associated with citizenship and what an immigrant has to do to get Canadian citizenship.  Students will get to take the Canadian citizenship test.  After correcting the test students will discuss if they feel this is fair knowledge that every person should have about Canada or if there are things on the test they felt to be irrelevant and what they would replace those questions with to make it a more accurate test of Canada.  Students will also look at the questions to see if any of them reflect Canada’s not so proud history such as the treatment of First Nations people and the internment of Japanese and Ukrainian people.
http://www.canadianimmigrationstation.com/forum/Canadian_Citizenship_Test_Questions.aspx (This can be printed, but no answer key available on the site)

http://www.canadacitizenshiptest.net/?p=sample_test (online test that scores your results and goes back through with the correct answers)

http://www.yourlibrary.ca/citizenship/ (online test)

http://webteleradio.com/test_en.htm (list of possible questions that could be asked on a Canadian citizenship test)

Students will brainstorm a list of ways that as citizens of Canada they can be a part of the political system.  Students will look at involvement from voting all the way to running to be an elected official.  

Students will make political parties, write platforms on various topics that are being discussed in parliament, make speeches, write bills, and vote to gain a more in-depth understanding of how the Canadian government works.  During this time students will also learn about the processes political parties go through to select leaders.  During this time students will keep track of the reasons behind different ideas and bills they have presented to the class to help gain an understanding that elected members of our government may have similar reasons for the ideas that they are proposing.  Students will also examine traditional First Nations models of governance and selections of leaders.  Students will also be able to expand this by researching the type of government that currently runs and used to run the nation each group is studying and present that to the class.  
Hon. Bill Hutchinson (205-2067) will be invited to spend time with the students to talk about some of the processes that are involved in developing party platforms and a day in parliament.
As a wrap up to this unit, students will briefly explore the idea of what Canada might look like if there was no government.  Students will need to consider what areas the government controls such as the making of laws.

April-June

Resources and Wealth

· Analyze the social and environmental consequences of living in the Canadian mixed market economy based on consumerism. 

· Assess the implications of personal consumer choices. 
· Critique the approaches of Canada and Canadians to environmental stewardship and sustainability. 

Students will begin the unit by look at consumerism and generating a list of that we consume in regards to goods and services.  Students will learn about the public and private sector.  They will be able to take the list they have generated and classify, providing reasoning as to whether the students recognize the goods and services as in the public or private sector.  Students will also examine the effects of advertising on the economy.  Students will create a tourist advertisement for their nation that invites people to come and visit their country.  During this time, students will look at what kind of audience advertising appeals to and the impacts that advertising can have on the economy.  Students will also look at the personal effects advertising has such as encouraging poor lifestyle choices, keeping up certain appearances, and debt.
Students will look at how we buy as consumers.  Students will look at the popular places of purchase, prices of the items and where these items are made.  Students will also look at the advantages of disadvantages of buying locally, buying fair-trade products, and buying mass-produced products.  During this investigation, students will work collaboratively to build a list of places where we can buy local and fair-trade items.  Each nation group will also look at this from their cultural perspective.  What are the effects of mass-produced products having in their countries?  How do people generally feel about factories being set up for shipping goods to other countries for cheap prices?  How does this effect the economy of the countries of focus?  Students will look at what things they buy, how often they buy, and the purpose/need behind the items.  
Students will finish the unit by looking at global environmental issues and sustainability.  Students will have the opportunity to examine their nations views on sustainability and historical uses of the land and environmental stewardship.  Students will also look closely at the word stewardship and define its meaning and apply that meaning to their lives.  Students will also look at our lifestyles and the resources needed to maintain them, such as gas/electric heating, air conditioning, fuel for vehicles, steel, concrete, coal, potash, forestry, nuclear energy, etc. and how these lifestyles rely on the mining of resources.  Students will be able to trace their carbon foot print and look at how many world are needed to sustain their way living if every person on earth lived in the same manor that the student does.  Students will begin to brainstorm and carry out possible ways to reduce their overall impact on the environment such as factoring amount of packaging involved in purchases, buying seasonal and locally grown produce, recycling, composting, using less plastics, etc.
http://www.royalsaskmuseum.ca/gallery/life_sciences/footprint_mx_2005.swf (online carbon print calculator)
Science
September-November

Life Science: Cells, Tissues, Organs, and Systems
Students will spend time looking at the following websites to gain a foundational understanding of plant and animal cells:

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/health/anatomy/cell/plant_cell_tutorial.htm
http://weblist.me/Animalcells
Students will watch and discuss on a variety of short video clips from the following website: http://catalog.nucleusinc.com/categories.php?CatID=000&TL=1
Students will look at each of the organs in the body work, the role of these organs, and how the organs need to function together for the human body to be healthy.
Students will look at a timeline of discoveries and the people who made discoveries on the human body as well as how this information is important to various careers and why.

November-January
Physical Science: Optics and Vision
Over the course of several weeks, students will explore the following topics as outlined in the curriculum.  As students are learning about these topics and look at the people responsible for discovering and furthering the research in these areas.  As students discover locations of these people and their scientific contributions they will be added to the world map.  Through out this course students will do a variety of experiments to further their understanding of the topics.  Students will learn the foundational basics and gain a basic understanding of vocabulary and explore the scientific process through experiments.

· Identify and describe, through experimentation, sources and properties of visible light including: 
· rectilinear propagation

· reflection

· refraction.  
· Explore properties and applications of optics-related technologies, including concave and convex mirrors and lenses. 
· Compare the nature and properties of human vision with optical devices and vision in other living organisms. 

· Evaluate the impact of electromagnetic radiation-based technologies on self and community. 
February-April

Physical Science: Forces, Fluids, and Density
· Investigate and represent the density of solids, liquids, and gases based on the particle theory of matter.  Students will look at several items from water, metals, and the earths core, mantel, and crust
· Examine the effects of forces in and on objects in fluids, including the buoyant force. 

· Investigate and describe physical properties of fluids (liquids and gases), including viscosity and compressibility. 
· Identify and interpret the scientific principles underlying the functioning of natural and constructed fluid systems. 
Students will conduct experiments to further their exploration and understanding of the objectives.  Students will also explore the greater meaning of everyday uses and technological advancement.  As in the previous units students will also learn the names and nationalities of people who have made discoveries in the field of the students scientific exploration
Lesson plan and experiment ideas can be found through the following links:

http://www.pdesas.org/module/content/search/
http://www.nationalgrideducation.com/pupils/7-11/index.php
http://amser.org/index.php?P=Home
April-June

Earth and Space Science: Water Systems on Earth
· Analyze the impact of natural and human-induced changes to the characteristics and distribution of water in local, regional, and national ecosystems. 
· Examine how wind, water, and ice have shaped and continue to shape the Canadian landscape. 
· Analyze natural factors and human practices that affect productivity and species distribution in marine and fresh water environments.  

Students will look at the various human interactions with the environment such as cloud seeding and the pros and cons surrounding it.  Students will also look at conflicts over water rights and changes to natural ecosystems and the effects they have on the environment as well as who is benefiting from these changes and who is suffering from these changes.
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